
Federal Disclosures and 
International Collaborations 



Specific Federal Disclosure Matrix

• NSF

• NIH

• NASA

See Also: https://spo.berkeley.edu/procedures/federaldisclosure.html

 
Please note that disclosure in OATS is for internal 
compliance with UC Policy.  Completing  OATS is not a 
Federal Disclosure, but these internal records may be 
requested by federal agencies to cross-reference the 
accuracy of Federal Disclosures.

https://www.nsf.gov/policies/nspm-33/disclosures
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/policy-topics/foreign-interference/requirements-for-disclosure
https://www.nasa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/nasa-pre-award-and-post-award-disclosure-requirements-2.pdf?emrc=888cb6
https://spo.berkeley.edu/procedures/federaldisclosure.html
https://apo.berkeley.edu/quick-links/outside-activity-tracking-system-oats
https://apo.berkeley.edu/quick-links/outside-activity-tracking-system-oats


Common Questions Regarding Disclosure (2)

1. What about unpaid appointments at Foreign Institutions?  

Federal agencies require disclosure of all academic, professional, 
or institutional appointments, regardless of whether they are paid 
or unpaid, full-time, part-time, or honorary.

How to Disclose - Biosketch: List these under "Positions, 
Scientific Appointments, and Honors."

Supporting Docs: If there is a formal contract or letter of 
agreement, be prepared to submit it.* 
*NSF Important Notice 149 specifically requires it



Common Questions Regarding Disclosure (3)

2. What about Postdocs or others at a lab working on another 
project that are not funded by this sponsor?   

Any person performing research in the lab, if they are supported 
by an external entity (a fellowship, foreign government, or private 
foundation), must be disclosed as an in-kind contribution.

How to Disclose: Current & Pending Support: If the 
individual's time and effort are supporting the broader 
research program for the PI, report this as an "In-Kind 
Contribution."



Common Questions Regarding Disclosure

3.  What about a free equipment loan?  The equipment is not 
gifted to the PI, just loaned to the lab for a period of time.  

If a vendor provides equipment for use whether it is a gift or a loan 
and it requires a commitment of the PI’s time to use, or it is 
specifically dedicated to supporting the PI’s research endeavors, it 
is a reportable resource if it's worth more than $5000.  

How to Disclose: If for this project: Include it in the "Facilities, 
Equipment, and Other Resources" section of the proposal.  If 
for the PI’s general research program (not this project): 
Disclose it as an "In-Kind Contribution" in the "Current and 
Pending Support" document.

Supporting Docs: If there is a formal contract or letter of 
agreement, be prepared to submit it.* 

*NSF Important Notice 149 specifica requires it



Transparency is key, err on the side of disclosure! 

Does this collaboration involve shared data, money, 
materials, or time? (If yes, it likely requires disclosure)

Due Diligence: Does this person or entity have any 
restrictions?  (Conduct a Restricted Party Screening)

Business/Research related International Travel may need 
additional disclosures!  Travel to countries of concern will 
receive emails from EC-Teams@berkeley.edu to help further 
navigate these issues.  

https://rac.berkeley.edu/ec/visualcompliance.html


Restricted Party Screening (RPS)

Visual Compliance is a RPS due diligence tool that 
helps everyone reduce risk and have MORE 
information

https://rac.berkeley.edu/ec/visualcompliance.html

 

https://rac.berkeley.edu/ec/visualcompliance.html


Co-Authorship as "Affiliation"

The Trend: Agencies are increasingly flagging 
co-authorship on a paper as a proxy for an 
"affiliation." If a researcher co-authors with 
someone at an institution of concern, the U.S. 
government may interpret this as an ongoing 
relationship and collaboration.  



DOD and the Risk Matrix March 9, 2026 
According to the new  DOD Risk Matrix: 

Risk Mitigation is required when: 

Within the past 5 years:

Indicator(s) of affiliation with an entity on any Prohibited 
Entity List at the time of review.

OR 

 “…publications in scientific and engineering (S&E) 
journals are affiliated with an entity on any Prohibited 
Entity List at the time of review…” 

https://basicresearch.defense.gov/Portals/61/Documents/Academic%20Research%20Security%20Page/2026%20DoW%20Component%20Decision%20Matrix%20to%20Inform%20Fundamental%20Research%20Proposal%20Mitigation%20Decisions.pdf?ver=uf_txB5YT_N7ewpWfbpO5w%3d%3d


Aggregation Tools and AI by Regulators  

The House Select Committee on Strategic Competition 
between the United States and the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP)  specifically cites the use of commercially 
available due diligence tools including Strider and Web 
of Science.  
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